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Making the Most of Small Groups

word with their finger. Finger pointing 1o
every word often creates word-byv-word read-
ers. If kids get lost on the page, try a book
with fewer words per page. Or have them slide
their finger across the page. Tell children to
use their finger if they get stuck on a word,
but then move their finger out of the way so
they can read faster. (Note: Emergent readers
need to use their finger to point to cach word
to help them pay attention to print. After stu-
dents have established one-to-one matching
or tracking of words, they should be encour-
aged to read with their eves to promaote
Eriater fluency.)

Before the Lesson

The group in the following lesson was selected
because the teacher, Mr. Jones, noticed that cach of
them need help with phrasing. If his whole second-
grade class had been having trouble with reading in
phrases, he would have done more modeling in
whole group. However, based on his anccdotal
notes and recent fluency assessments, he knows
that eight of his twenty-three students need prac-
tice with phrasing. Some are reading in monotone
voices, others are reading word by wond. He has
decided to divide them into two groups for phras-
ing practice to give them more individualized
attention. One group is reading on lower levels
than the other. The lesson plan that follows is for
these children. His second group working on phras-
ing will be engaged in a similar lesson with a text
that is slightly more difficuli, since they have less
trouble decoding.

M Jones will stick with this focus for several
lessons, because he knows that reading in phrases
takes a lot of practice. He begins by choosing a book
that is very easy (9% percent accuracy) and is writ-
ten in phrases (o give extra support for phrased, flu-
ent reading. [t is Mowrds Bhe Moose, an 1 Can Bead
book by Bernard Wiseman., There aren't 100 many
lines of text per page, which should help rid the
children of finger pointing. And its a funny story

that the children will delight in. If they enjoy this
book, hell point them to other books in the [ Can
Read series. In fact, he'll make a basket for the class.
room library with this label on it and encourage
kids in this group to browse these during their time
at the classroom library as well as during indepen.
dent reading. 5ee his lesson plan in Figure 5.6,

Dviring the Lesson

While the rest of the grouwp reads familiar books
from a basket of books they've read recently, M.
lones listens to Brianna read one. He does a running
record, nating her miscues and self-corrections so
he can reflect on it later. He notices that she wants
Lo wse b finger to point 1o every word, just as he
suspected, and jots this down. He tells her to try
reading with her eyes instead of her finger and see
if she can read faster. It works, and they're both
delighted! When she gets stuck on a word, her fin-
ger goes back on the page, and he tells her that's
okay since she's using it to help her look dosely ar
the word. S$he self-corrects and continues to read,
taking her finger away. He reminds her to make her
eyes move quickly across the page and her Muency
begins to improve. After she's finished, he has her
do @ short retelling of the few pages she's read 1o
check her comprehension,

Then the group looks at today’s book together.
Morris the Moose is a new book, but it's a very easy
one and is written in phrases, The children read the
tithe and make predictions. Students pay close
attention to the teacher’s demonstration of moving
his eyes quickly across the page and reading in
phrases, They laugh when he reads word by word
and points with his eves. And they realize that
many of them have been doing this when they
read. They are ready to attempt to read in phrases
o0 this book. The text lavowt is so supportive that
the teacher knows they'll succeed. He tells them to
read to the bottom of page 17 and write a predic-
tion of what might happen next on a sticky note.

As he moves from child to child, listening in to
each one read a bit, Mr. Jones is pleased to see how
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Fguie BB Leston Plan for Phocsingd Liay One

2t Lesson Plan for Phrasing:; Day One 2

Grau p: Baanng, Ted, Jock, Lagren, Bevon

Focus: FLUENCY

03 jast decading ] sF words O pangruanion M phrases
O intanatior and CLPression [l dilague O fadjustin g 1are

Warm-Up: Famileer Rereqding Listen to: BEnanrn Title: The Agale Tres

Today's Beok: Moreis e Mooawe by Bernard Whsemar Lesel: enrly secand graae]
BEFORE HEADING

Boalk lintre:

W Reodtitle end make predectiont soing the cover

W acris iy o mopse gl s sooee preblems Beea !-::-}'mn' oul whal Morns’ probfem . Read (o the sncky note at
the bottom of poge 17 (Pul ek ach ook 0o rermind Kids o8 s1opand thenk here ' Read (o pege 17 and winife
yvour prediction of whad you thenk will keppen nexd

W Show kids how the texd s wrilfen in phrases, Ask them e watch my eyes as | read tne I‘l rst sapmtence (Readit
wird by word and then egainn a phresed way | Wnod g my eyes do? How &g 8 soundg?

B Tellthemehat this g readang [luertly, and that £ @l help ther reading sound betier and ke p them
understand more o they reed

B Remember Faoread Po e end GF oage IF and wiile yaad predicion. Bead i flaeniy

DURIHG READING

Prompts;

B Adove OLIS U0S £OT0SL P punp fOSE Read of cn phaases Makeaf soond Like refkrneg

MWotes; Devon

AFTER READIMG

Ditguss:

B Wil wes e charao e, Mars, Dke? Wret weds las probiens?

B Ahnl wes s e Bon ar the hatrom af page 12 Wy dod poa thiak that?

W D souss their ghrosed reading and haw they did Get kids g3 share what helfped them

B Have eoch choose a Javerite part and read it fluensly to the rest of the graup Others give them feedrack.

HEFLECTION
Theer fluency improved, but they wesen't very $2hd an good predectigns Do more teaching about predictions in
whole group and b sure 16 ol g These k ds Howe them reread L gart and ehonk more aboct the characters,
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Broap adaann Borruercary foe conlirae reacdiong el
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Intomation and Expression Lesson Plan
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Making the Most of Small Group

wee  bueragny o 51 sand Dok, espey ally il it
selates b sonzcthingg the cloldeen bosve eapaegi.
vl

BA ok woilin i bew gquestioms or exclamarion s
can help students read wath groater expression
il vt st theese ot ansh shoss theeim hass 10
reacl Thwese o tuaticans marks.

B o re teacking kids o pead in phirses, hink.
iz ko residinge therar like U chasacters sy
s Hhwern sdben helps chilaren b readd soon
sotaris Nk the character would tals,

B e bosarad thad usang a Balocl b reading cang
alirectly cndel for Children what 1hay shouled
sotiind like. Fomsame i it usd ber a b,
Chowgle, o thew can br thiis onst ons Bhwele aren,
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The Lesson

Yosterday, W lomes waorked widly This gneapn on
reatchimig i pRimses, Fe still weends toocontivoe hay

ing ke stusdents practioe this, but e alse owanls
thern 2o think alwoul what ghes e reading 1o e sure
their comprehensien is stropp, S0 folay, B owidl
et itk them agaan, sbill focosing on olusas g,
Flo will swggest Uhad they think abwsud 1w character,
Mogris, whozes Uy undeesctodnd seell veskendae, aral
Ley dar pesped 00 Dikie Magrs mught say il el paoand o
Lhe caclammations podnts aid words weidben i caguatal
lesters to baelp children reasl it with Deler intona-
Hion, s pressiven, annd phiresing. see the bessony plan

in Fraere 5.7,

Reading Dialogoe Lesson

Thimgs b Think Al

B Boaders gheater soripts o plavs are great for
practicing hoaw booread dhalegoe. See suggesiod
resc ey o] Ehese Rinds ol materials in
Appenadis 13,

B Vow mue it st Lo Lakoe Bhie maele oo o theeater
“elireckor™ im thwese Kinds o Tessens, gunding
the “actors" o readd thear parts wore dramatt-
Callv arsd wth groeater Huoeeey,
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