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Doubie-aritry joumats {af appropriate challenge level

MWata: " Challanging work™ means: sssignments of-tasx-thal sne

ghighthy berrand the student’s comiod one

¢lassroom, the teacher is -:_|:_1r'.:-.l,:!|I:|I,|.j.' g the
srabees for success for any individual, then doing
wharever is necessary 1o help the student suc-
ceed in laking the nexl step. Rermember that
everyones next step will not be identical, and
that every student needs scaffolding in order to
stretch,

A new sorl of frirness is evident. We
often define fair i a classroom as treating
everyone alike. In a diflerentiated classroom,
falere s g redelined. Tn this sont ol #hvifob-
menl, fair mcans trying to make sure each slu-
dent pets what she necds i onder to grow and
succeed. Students and teacher alike are pant of
the team trying to ensure that the classroom
works well for everyone in the class

s Teacher and stodents collahorate for
mutwal growih and success, In z differentaed

clagarcanm, s 2% in a '|:'.r|_r|~:' [:J::1:|!,', LWLV has
to take extra responsibilivy both for their own
well-being amd for the well-being of others. In
this sort of setring, while the teacher is clearly
the leader of the group, students can help
develop routines tor the classroom, make major
contributions woward solving problenss and
rcﬁ"nlrf routines, help one another, keep wack

[ their work, and so on, Different students will
In- ready for dilfering amounts of responstbility
alanwy piven tme, but all students need o be
guided in assuming a growing degree of nespon-
sthility and independence as a learner and
resernber ol a u,:-l'l'lll'lll:'l'll,_':. ob learmers, Mol |._l|‘:|_g. 15
that essental in 2 differentiared chissroom, buar
it's a huge part of swocess in libe as well.

The wacher sets the wne for the classroom
envitonment, It is a heavy responsibility and a
weomcerfil OPPOTIUNLY o el acents '-':1:|,|:n:
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"Figure 4.2
Teacher Checklist for Group Work
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Students understand what 1o do next ahan they complete thed work at a bigh lavel of quaky

[rosatineg livies, Teacksrs, as all |:-|.'|h|‘:||'_ leaiane R hﬁl! ﬂl‘ Way 'ﬂr Iln:pal:t

dava aned ones they'd rather not duplicare and Success

Whille mone of us will ever do eviervihing in the
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ment exactly like we'd have chosen o do i if contribute Lo a positive learning enviromiment in
we could have scripted everus, we can get berter 4 dillerentiated classroom: that round out the
and betier at moddeling what we wani stvdents more philosophical guidance offered abosve

i |t".lr."|-—'-.'-:.' in wark, :-.h-;:,._;,,_-_-‘- in o another. Pty ALl aqviglenta ina dillerentiated class-
patience, kindness, and & big hean. Those room need 1w collaborate secoesilly

things neip soadents consine siutdier and

mate rewarding lives. Working toward them #Continually coach students to be con-
helps the weacher bocame a wiser person and ributing members of a group. As teachers, we
better |"I""l-:"'=‘-'=ll.'l1 1l as well often weork in lsolarion, When thar 15 the case,
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Varied Support Systems

You can make content of varying complexity
leveds more accessible o your students by using
a varley of support svstems, such as study
buddies, reading panners, audio and video
recordders, and peer and adult mentors. These
stratepies can help many students surerch their

capacities &5 leamners.

Reading Parmers and Audio/Video
Recorders. A 5th grader can be great at audio-
1aping books for Znd graders who need assis-
tance with their reading. A 3rd grader who
records a grade-level book can help create
enriching materals for a classmate who has

schowol students can create tapes summarizing,
joumnal articles on a panicular wopic Lo give
advanced 6th graders access 1o materials
beyond the scope of theit classroom or school
library. Some of those 6th graders can help 4th
graders learn how o make a speech by making
a video on the subject. An advanced 4th grader
can make a video on the types of buildings in
the community, which could then be used in a

kindergarien leaming center.

Note-Taking Organizers. Some studems,
even of older ages, find it very difficult ro read
text ot listen 10 a lecture and come away with a
coherent sense of whar it was all abowi. For
such studenis, it can be quile useful 1o work
with 4 visual organizer that follows the flow of
ideas from the texa or lecture. Not only might
such onganizers help them focus on key ideas
and information, but they may also help some
leamers see how a teacher or author develops &
line of thought. Remember, however, that su-
dents who read independently may find it
restrictive 1o have 1o use such organizers. The
point i always wo provide individual leamers
with a support system that helps the student
grow—niot one that feels like an impediment.

Print Materials. & weacher can

. highlight critical passages in text or supplemen-

© tary matenials, keeping several copies of the

. highlighted materials in the teacher’s desk.

© When a student has difficulty

- entite chapter or article, the teacher can easily

~ provide that student with a highlighted version.
From the outside, the material looks like every-

MATAZInE an

one elsek, but because of the highlighting, the
student can expend energy on reading and

 understanding essential portions of the chapter

rather than becoming discouraged with what

seems like an insurmeunzable amount of print,

Digests of Key Ideas. Most elleciive teach-

. ) ers could, with minimal expenditure of time,
trouble decoding or reading long passages. High - create a one- or two-page capsule of ideas in a

- unit. Such a digest can be of great assistance to
- students who struggle with print materials, lec-

tures, of even erganizaton of infermation. The

- digest could be in the form of sentences and

. paragraphs, a flow chart or concept map of the
_unit or opic, or a combination. lt might also

spdllghlkeymwwmd provide essential

the umit is designed 1o address, Such

- questions
- digests also help teachers clarify their own
- thinking about the cote of a unit or topic.

Peer and Adult Mentors. Adulis ofien vol-

 unteer to help youngsters who are behind with
- their work and in need ol additional guidance.

All learners—mnot just those who are strug-

- gling—benefit from time with adults who can

answer questions about shared inerests,
sharpen their thinking, or give them access o

- advanced research skills. A bright Sth grader

- can also be a great mentor for an advanced 3nd
- grader whe shares similar interests. You can cre-
. aue extensive support systems by using the peo-
- ple and technologles in your classtoom, school,
- and community, thus giving everyone a chance
_ o reach higher, leamn more, and contribute to
T one another learndng.
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