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i
reading, remove the passage from view and ask him w retell what he remembers from the
reading. Reep in mind, however, that a source of any difficulty in comprehension may be
subtle or undetected problems in word recognition or fuency.

After the student has retold the passage, the asscssment is complete,

Scoring and Interpreting the Assessment

Scaring 3-Minute Reading Assessments is simple and quick, The following procedures should
be followed:

Word Recognition Accuracy (Decoding)

Word recognition is determined by calculating the percentage of words read correctly in
the filksecond oral reading. Divide the number of words read corvectly by the toral
number of words read (correctly orincorrectly). For example, if the student read a total
of 44 words in the G0-2econd reading and made 8 errors, the percentage of words read
correctly would be reflected in the following fraction:

80 (86 divided by 94) = 91.5%

In other words, the student read 91.5 percent of the words correctly.

Instructional reading level is normally marked by a word recognition accuracy rate of
9298 percent. Independent reading level is normally marked by an scouracy rate of
90100 percent.

A normally developing student should begin the school year reading grade-level
material atan instructional level and, by the end of the school year, at an independent
word recognition level. For example, a third grader’s performance on a third-grade
passage would be instructional at the begiuning of the vear but independent by the end of
the year. Stadents who perform at the frustration level at the end of the school year, or
wha do not demonstrate good progress over the year, should be considered for additional
assessment to confirm their decoding difficuly. Such students may benefit from specific
instructional intervention in decoding (see pages 39-60],

Note ihat the above progression does not apply o first grade, Although first graders
should be able to read firsegrade marevial with 99-100 percent accuracy at the end of
grade one, noe expectations should be made for the ficst six months of grade one. During
this period, students are just gaining inital decoding skills and should not be expected to
decode first-grade material at an insructional or independent fevel.

Reading Fluency-Automaticity

Cine way reading fluency can be measured is through reading rate. Reading rate provides
a measure of the extent o which a reader can antomatically decode words, thus leaving
cognitive resources free for the more important sk of comprehending a passage. To
determine rate, simply count the number of words the student has read correctly during
the 6second oral read. Words read correctdy include those words that were initially
misread but corrected by the student, Then, using the appropriate grade level and time
peried, compare the student's performance against the reading rates shown on page 10,
A student whose reading rate falls within the appropriate range shown above is
performing ar gradedevel expectations. Studenis who fall below the range may he
considered at-risk in terms of Duency-avtomatichy. Additional assessment may be

FMinwte Rasding Aveitvarils: Werd Seepaition, Flumny, and Comprobrnson—=Gradi =4 Schabantic T ling Ressurces g



10

TARGET READING RATES BY GRADE LEVEL
Grade Fall Winter Spring
wepm® WCpm W
1 0-10 1050 30-90
2 30-80 50=100 70-130
1 a0-110 70-120 80-140
4 7120 B0-130 90-140
5 B-130 B E 10150
& 90140 100=-150 1M0-160
7 100-150 T10=160 120=170
-] 110-160 120=-180 130=180
*wepm=words correct per minule

appropriate for students who perform poorly at the end of the school year or whe do not
show improvement over the course of the year. These students may benelit from
instruction aimed at improving reading fluency (see page 60). Students whose reading
rate is above the range limits may be considered o be performing well in Muency-
antomaticity. However, an important caveal must be noted: Students who read
exceptionally Fast without attending to punciuation and other phrase houndaries, and
whao read without sulficient expression may also be considered at-risk in fluency. The
following assessment for Muency-expression should be used with all students to give you
the fullest picture of a student’s fluency skills.

Reading Fluency-Expression

Reading fluency is mare than just reading fast. It is also the ability w interpret a text with
appropriate phrasing and expression, You can measure this dimension of fluency by
listening 10 the smdent’s Gleccond oral reading and rating it on the Multidimensional
Flucncy Scale (see page 11}, Iniially you may need 1w mpe record the student’s reading
and listen to it in order o provide a rating for each of the four scales. Soon, however, you
will be able o score the scales on the spot.

At the beginning of the school year, it is not unusual for students 1o score in the
bowom half of cach of the fluency dimensions (i.c., 1o have a total fluency score of 8 or
below). However, by the end of the school vear, students should be rated in the top half in
each dimension when they are reading grade-level material {i.c.. they should be able 10
achieve a wtal Auency seore of % or above ). End-ofyear ratings in the bottom half for any
of the fluency dimensions, or a total fluency score of 8 or less, may indicate a need for
additdonal assessment or instructional intervention (sce pages 60-61). The Muld-
dimensional Fluency Scale is also useful for helping students evaluate their own reading
and in developing their own understanding of fluency in reading.



Name of student Drate of testing

Grade 1: Form A

TEACHER PAGE W

We weant to the park, My &
mom and dad tookme. 1had 13
o much fun. The pork wos big. 20
There was a lot 1o do. | went 28
on the swings first. | flaw high in - 36
the alr. My mom said notto go 44
=0 high. | told her bleds Ay 51
higher thon me. 54

Than we went ¢n the slide. &0
It wias the little one, My dod a7

weant on with me. My mom 73
£0id ha looked silly. | thought o
so, foo. Iwas afraid of the big 87
sliche, It was too big. My mom 94
and god went on 1, I was still 102

afrgid. 103

- We fod the ducks. Al the 109
g | ducks quacked. Thay sounded 113
j like car horns. Thenmy mom 19
ond dod sot. | played inthe 124

sand. It was o great doy. | 133

wanl to go again. 137

Word Count - 137

Scoring
Word recognition acouracy: Comments and Observations:
Waords comect - - %
Total words read orally
Fluency-Automaticity: _______wepm

Multidimensional Fluency Scale
Expression and Valume:
Phrasing and Intonation:

- Smosot hrvess: _—

i Pace: —

E 1 Toval Score:

Q1 Comprehension: _______

|l —
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STUDENT PASSAGE B

| love hot dogs. They are
the best food. They taste
good. | eat them all the time. |
eat them for lunch. Sometimes
| eat them for dinner, 100.

Hot dogs are warm and
tasty. | like them in a bun. The

buns look like boats. | like
| ketchup on my hot dogs. If
makes them taste so good.
My dad eats hot dogs, too.
He does not like buns. He says
the hot dog has no coat on.




	8974a.gif
	8974b.gif
	8974c.gif
	8974d.gif
	8974e.gif
	8974f.gif

