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The Powerful
Apostrophe

A simple drawing activity makes the use of

the apostrophe easy to understand.

MATERIALS
Dop reproducible (see page BE)

Busket-of-cats reproducible (see page 6%)
Plain white copier paper
Markers

Pencils

PREPARATION

Make one copy of each of the teo reproducibles for
cach student, plus one enlarged copy of each.

STEP BY STEP

# Model for students with the large copy of the
dog reproducible while students follow your ex-
ample an their copies. Point out that this is one
doe bt that he is the owner of several things.

1 Elicil suggestions from the siedents as to what
things might belong o the dog, This could be
part of the dog's body (his tail or s ear) or
something else that belongs to him {a bone or a
beswl).

o I pecessary, add o the drowing anvthing the
students sugeest that's not already included, For
each thing the students name, add a lubel with
the word “dog’s” and then draw an armow from
the Label to the item mentioned, For example, if
students suzzested including the tal, you'd write
*dog’s tail” and then draw an amow pointing 1o
the tail, If someong suggesied the howl, vou'd
chraw that meo the picture as students duid the
same on their copes. Then vou'd write “dog's

Continue until your've included and labeled en
things belonging 1o the dog. The clics mighe
sugoest collar, leg, nose, ball, food, doghouse,
ear. bone, paw, and tail.

Emphasize the use of the aposirophe amd “57 10
show poseedsion with a singular noum,

Colleat papers so you can wse them for o com-
panson besson [ater.

Continue the lesson on another day. Follow the
same procedune as above, but stan with the
reproducible of the basket of cats, Pointoul th
there are several cats and that they share many
ihings,

Elicin suggestions as 1o what they maght share,
Students might suggest food, for example, or a
basket.

If students suggest items that aren't already in
the drawing, add those things to the drawing.
Label each one, using the apostrophe appropri-
ately, then draw an arrow from the Tabel o e
item mentioned. Por example, you and the stu-
dents might draw a picture of “eats” fond” with
an arrow pointing from the label w the food,

Continue unti] vou have labeled wn tiines the
cats share.

Emphasize the wse of the 8™ and apostrophe 1o
show possession with a plural noun.

Compare the drawings from the twe lessons and
discuss strategies for using the apostrophe 1o

bowl,” with an armow pointing 10 it. show possession with simgular and plurad nouns,
. GRADES: K-3 _ WHEN TO USE: during skils groups
: GROUP SIZE: whole group FOCUS: using aposirophas wilh possessive Nouns
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