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Literacy Strategies for Student Crowth and Achievement in Grades K-6

Table 4.1 Using multiple intelligences o develop phomemic awareness
Werbal Alphater books Students create 3 bookhet with songenarts or
Limguisitic Blerads and add pictures or waards
| wenit 1o the oo | Students say | went to the zoo and tirw o Bbeor ot
2 o
party I went 1o the farm 3nd sy 3 cow NoL 3 Crane
farm I went to the beach and took & tmesl
balBgane The next student must @ke something that
begine with |
Fame game Thee wintage song “Mame
Gama™, ., Banara Fana . ..
Musical Clap, srap, or stamp | Read aboud with ripme and chythms in songs,
Rbythric the syllablis fingles, and poems
Live rigmas to help remember the rules
i hegn pewo voweels il walldng, the firse ane dioes
the mlkdng”
Yizual Spatial Creavs visual Cut and pasoe frem magazines and catalagued
pletiwas of gourdds | of e with Indtal conzonants, and create a
scraphook
Bodily ake berrars Create mime and sing songs similar 1o
Kinesthetic thed song YHCA, whore lewers are
spelied gan with the body
Logical Sort letwers Lising magrett, sut-out papar, or folt letters, hawve
Mathematical atudenty mateh ths cansonant or blends with
pheturel oF objecs
Matwralist Out in the waods | Take 3 visualived or scwal walk and hove students
On the beach find a5 many things that began with oertain beters
or souridd
Interpersonal Buddy ssunds “Say and switch” is 2 wy parmers can listen and
affer words that begin the sare, and the mes, or
are part of the same ward family
tntrapersonal | Things in my room | Soudents can use their jourmal o write about
wgrd famnilies, rigmicg werds, and wsrds thag
start or end with the tame 1aunds
» Using their own spelling booklet (high-frequency words)

» Using the dicticnary
» Using spelling rules and generalibies

From Invented Spelling to Correct Spelling

With emerging readers and writers, “invented” spelling is often used
to encourage writing even if students do not know how to spell the words.




Functional Literacy

This strategy helps students to write more easily and fluently without
worrying about conventions. Using invented spelling can be somewhat
risky. however, as many students may see no need b move b0 more accu-
racy if not encouraged to do so. To get past invented spelling, the teacher
can ask students to write down an initial consonant during reading, and
then the teacher, volunteer, or more capable peer editor can write the full
word. This models accuracy and imprints the correct spelling of the word
rather than imprinting the invented spelling.

It is discouraging for teachers and students to still see invented
spelling in middle school, We need to help students think about the strate-
gies they have to get the correct spelling. By constantly exposing students
to working with letters and building words, students may become more
familiar with patterns and feel more confident with spelling.

Building Words

Students need opportunities to play with letters and create words and
understandings of their own. For example, a new vocabulary word such as
teacher can be transferred to cards or anagrams so that the student can
manipulate its letters to form as many new cne-, two-, three-, four-, or five-
letter words as possible (see Table 4.2). Another strategy might be to have
students use a four-squared placemat to go deeper into understanding
how a word is formed, what it means, and any rules that apply to its use
(see Table 4.3). To help the process and reinforce spelling, the teacher can
also tap into the eight multi ple intelligences (see Table 4.4).

Table 4.2 Buileing words through play and creativity

Word: Teacher

1 2 3 4 5
a he the here reach
ah eat hear teach
art each cheer
, cat chat cheat
hat heat
ate tear :

her
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Table 4.3 Fouwr-squared placemal for budlding words
Write the word and boax k& Dvaw a picture to help you
remember the word
Helicopter
Break it into parts {syllables) ¥What rules will help you
remermber how to spall it?
Write sormething about
the helicopter :
Table 4.4 Lsing multiphe intelligences Tor spelling

Verballl inguiitic Werbalizing whe sounds of che words in an exaggerated way o that
the spaBing of the word is clearer, For cxamgle, asporopus can be
Fad 3 a5 por o s,

HusicallRhythmic Seudents create word Bmily booklets with ripming word famifies,
Bear our or chant the sylables of the word (e, Miss &5 ipp i)

WisuallSpatial Shwe your eyes and ses the word, Describe i Motice
thir il My, o,

Bodilyfnesthetic | Croate a shape out of the word by writng it ard adding a line
arcwind B At out the meaning of the word,

Loglcall Apply any rules chan Peelp you remember o e spell the word,

Mathematical

Maruralist Thirk abouwt claillcaton: werd familles, derivadions, and origing,
Where did the ward come fom!

Interpersonal Ditcuts and work with 3 parmer o balp sach othar
remember the spelling.

Intrapersonal Makoe notes in your joisrmal with stravagies. you learmed o
remember speling tricks,
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