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D.E.A.Q.

ey words and sample questions can a written set of questions that are at the
encourage both vou and your students assigned level and relate o a specific
to generate questions that address a topic of study.
wide range of thinking skills. D.E.A.Q. stands = Set a timer for 5-10 mintes and chal-
for Drop Everything And Question. It encour- lenge students to see how many ques-
ages students to take responsibility for their tions they can generate in that time.
leaming. + That includes youl Do the same thing

the students are doing at the same time

STEP BY STEP they're doing it. Td suggest that you
= Tumn to the reproducibles for Key Words & assign yourself cne of the higher levels.
Sample Questions from Bloom's Taxonomy - Collect all the questions. Look through
on pages 105-108. Make one copy of what you've collected and choose appro-
those pages for each stodent in the class. priate questions 1o include in class dis-
= Hand out those copies o the students CUSsi0Ns, on assessments, as journal top-
and assign different levels of questions to ics, or as subjects for group discussions.
- individuals or groups of students. Explain Of course, inchede some of your own
’ that the students’ task is o come up with questions in the mix.
FOR EXAMPLE NOW LDlJlIi_WHﬁT YOU'VE DONE!
You've differentiated the level of ques-
Math: Imagine a world with no circles, triangles, or tions you assigned certain students according
parabolas. Write two paragraphs about what life to their readiness for the content. By directing
would be like. |synthesis] the more in-depth and challenging question
assignments to the students who were ready
Bciance: List all the ways you can think of in which for that kind of complexity and asking other
mather and enargy interact. [kmowledge] students to generate those questions that
Social studies: Explain the effect of the assassina- simplity the content, you've helped evaryone
tion of President John Kennedy on the people of the to succeed. You can apply this same kind of
United States. (comprehension] differentiation [readiness for content) when
you ask individuals or groups of students to
Literacy: Compare and contrast two novels. Consider respond o questions the class has generated.

characters, settings. conflicts, themes, tone, literary
devices, symbols, and 50 on. (analysis)

Questioning Window




Strategy #3

Jigsaw

Wgsaw 15 a cooperative learming struc-

ture (Aronson 1978; Slavin 1994; Kagan

1994, 1998) that can be used in any
content area and with any grade level It
helps students to explore material in a rela-
tiviely short ameunt of tme, and it also bailds
in both individual and group accountability.

BASE GROUP EXPERT GROUP
1|2 11
- 1]1
1]2) 212
- 202

Flexible Grouping Window

STEP BY STEP

= Have students break into base groups of
four students.

= Ask the students in each group o count
off.

= Have the number 4 sudents meet with
other number 45, number 35 meet with
other number 35, 25 with other 2s, and
1s with 15 to form expert groups.

= The job of each expert group is to sudy
a particular area of the content together
and then individually meet back with
their base groups to each that content
o the base groups. Let's say students
are shudying the American home front
during Workd War 1. You'd assign each
expert group a particular opic—maybe
one would study the War Industries
Board and others would study the Pood
Administration, women and the war, and
the relationship between the war and
the flu epidemic of 1918, Aher the expert
group on the War Industries Board meets
iogether, the members retum o their
baze groups o teach the other students
about the board's purpose, its specific
activities, and the results it produced.



OPTIONS

You can differentiate this strategy in a
couple of different ways:

Level of readinezs for the content:
If you have a unit of study on Theodore
Rocsevelt after the class has already studied
the Spanish-Amenican War, for example, ask
the stikdents for whom the content is difficult
to review in their expert group what the class
already knows about Rocsevelt as a member
of the Rough Riders in that war. They can cre-
ate a timeline with (llustrations of Eoosevelt’s
career up to his presidency. A second group
can focus on his work in conservation; their
assignment &5 to write a letter to an influential
member of Congress in support of a particular
environmental bill. A third group can wrike a
newspaper article that focuses on Roosevelt's
work as a diplomat once he was elected presi-
dent—a part of his career that is more complex.
Ask the fourth expert group to write a eulogy
for Boozevelt that covers his life before and
during his presidency and also includes infor-
mation about his work as a leader of the

NOW LOOK WHAT YOU'VE DONE!

This activity has all sorts of benefits in
terms of differentiated instruction. If you recquire
a student o twm in a report, you're allowing for
individual assezsment. i you require each group
to um in a repent or take a quiz on the mate-
nial, you establish group accountability.

The process fosters shared responsibility
for leamning. And when the students return o
their base groups, those students for whom the
content iz a challenge will not only have the
chanoe to participate in the group discusszion
but will also benefit from the dialogue with the
more advanced leamers in the group.

i
Progressive party and his efforts to reform the
meat-packing industry. When students return
to their bass groups, each stedent can share
with the others what was done in his expert
group.

End products: Let students choose,
bazed on their leaming preferences or intel-
ligancas, how they'll show you what they've
done. When studying westward axpansion,
for example, expert groups can research the
roles of different groups that moved to the
western frontier between 1840 and 1900—zay,
Mommons, Chinese immigrants and Chinese=
Amercans, Porty-Niners and gold miners,
and African-Americans or “Exodusters.” The
students studying the Mormons might brain-
storm ideas iogether, and then each individual
student in that group might draw & cartoon
sirip dlustrating a particular issue faced by
Mommons at that time. Or each could make a
Mowechart on poster board showing wiy the
Mormons moved. Each student would then
use hiz cartoon or flowchart to teach his base
group about what he's leamed.

Flexible !'.r-'_:l:r-'iﬂ-.'_| Window




Strategy #12

hiz strategy asks students to create
sentences that reflect content studied.
Sudents like the element of chance
that's mvolved.

STEP BY STEP

= Btart with a set of nine index cards for
each student. On each card, wrile a
vorcabulary term from the content the
class is studying. (Or fill in a copy of the
Kinesthetic Assessment reproducible on
page 150, run off copies on card stock,
and cut the cards apart.]

f— TEErden AhAaty
i [ICIIT T
ERETEE
o armailanen phart

Kinesthetic Assessment

= Give a complete set 1 each student.

= Bach student shuffles his cards and lays
them out in a grid pattern, with three
rows of three cards each.

= Each student writes eight senténces
using the words. Three sentences must
use the words in the three horzontal
rows (one sentence for the words in
each row]; three sentences must use the
words in the vertical columns [again, one
sentence for eachl; and two sentences
must use the three-card diagonals {one
left to right and one right to left].

NOW LOOK WHAT YOU'VE DONE

When you use this strategy, students are
creating the sentences and not responding to
a true/ffalse or multiple-choice teacher-creat-
ed assessment. Manipulating the cards allows
for kinesthetic mwolvement. You can use the
same words for all students, or you can fur-
ther differentiate by selecting different words
for certain individuals or groups.
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