
3© Shell Education #50020  Learn and Use Inspiration in Your Classroom

Table of Contents

Introduction
What Research Says About Technology Use 

in the Classroom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Inspiration Skills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

How to Use This Book . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Correlation to Standards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Technology Skill Lessons
Adding Symbols to a Diagram  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Brainstorming Genres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Important Inventions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

Using the Symbol Palette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

All About Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Organ Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Adding and Formatting Text in a Diagram . . . . . . 32

States of Matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

The Water Cycle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

Formatting Symbols . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Describing Possible Outcomes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

Mathematical Symbols . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

Adding, Deleting, and Changing Direction

 of Links  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Comparing Life Cycles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

Food Webs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

Using the Draw Tools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59

Illustrating Symmetry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

Problem Solving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

Using the Arrange Tool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

Selecting Measuring Tools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

Determining Probability  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73

Grouping and Ungrouping Symbols

 and Objects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

Adding Money . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

Three-Dimensional Figures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

Switching Between Diagram and Outline

View . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

Making a Diff erence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Consequences of Technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

Adding and Moving Topics and Subtopics

in an Outline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

Earth’s Changing Surface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

Immigration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .100

Showing, Hiding, and Changing 

Prefi xes in an Outline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104

American Indian Societies of Long Ago  . . .105

Interview Transcripts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .109

Using Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .113

Planning a How-To Presentation  . . . . . . . . . .114

Making a Dichotomous Key . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .118

Using the Word Guide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .122

Vocabulary Word Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .123

Character Map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .127

Inserting a Hyperlink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .131

Air Quality Research. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .132

International Organizations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136

Using the Checklist Tool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .140

Lab Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .141

Editing Checklist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .145

Recording Sound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .149

Diagramming Mathematical  Problems . . . .150

Analyzing Poetry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .154

Learning Printing Options  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .158

Historical Time Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .159

The Planets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .163

Transferring Work to a Word Processor . . . . . . . .167

Early Settlers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .168

Pros and Cons Essay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .172

Project-Based Learning Activities
What Is Project-Based Learning?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .176

PBL Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .181

Book-Movie Comparison (3–5) . . . . . . . . . . . . .181

Truth in Advertising? (3–5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .187

Checks and Balances (6–8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .193

Unique Experiences in History (6–8)  . . . . . . .199

Appendices
Appendix A: Works Cited and Other

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .205

Appendix B: Content-Area Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . .206

Appendix C: Teacher Resource CD Index . . . . . .207



9© Shell Education #50020  Learn and Use Inspiration in Your Classroom

Introduction

How to Use This Book (cont.)

Components of the Program

Introduction

 • Concise overview of eff ective use of technology in the classroom

 • Brief introduction to software and the 18 featured skills 

 • Description of how to best utilize this product in the classroom

 • Correlation to standards 

Summary Pages

 • Brief description of new skill(s) being introduced

 • Detailed step-by-step instructions of new skill(s) 

 • Multiple Windows screenshots to help guide instruction and off er support 

(Macintosh screenshots provided on Teacher Resource CD)

 • Quick Tip provides shortcut or alternate way of using application

Procedure Sections

 • Brief description of content-based lesson including content standard 

and technology skills

 • Materials list

 • Suggestions for teacher preparation

 • Detailed step-by-step sequential instructions for teaching the lesson

 • Extension ideas for diff erentiation

Student Directions

 • List of steps for students to use while at the computers

 • Help students complete the activity with little or no guidance

Rubrics

 • Allow for standardized assessment of student work using specifi c criteria 

and a point grading scale

 • Include space for both teacher and student to assess completed work

 • Blank rubric on the Teacher Resource CD
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Introduction

How to Use This Book (cont.)

Components of the Program (cont.)

Student Samples

 • Provide examples of what each project will look like when completed

 • To be distributed or projected during the lesson to provide students with 

further instruction and guidance

Project-Based Learning Introduction

 • Brief introduction to the project-based learning approach

 • Explanation of how project-based learning fi ts with technology and 

integrates diff erent subject areas and standards

 • Description of how assessment is a critical piece of this learning process

Project-Based Learning Activities

 • Allow students to apply everything they have learned throughout the 

book to real-life project-based activities

 • Lessons include: activity description, content standard, technology skills, 

materials list, suggested teacher preparation, detailed procedure steps, 

and extension ideas for diff erentiation

Graphic Organizers

 • Included with each project-based learning activity

 • Allow students to organize text and data before entering it into Inspiration 

worksheets

Appendices

 • Works Cited and 

Other References

 • Content-Area Index

 • Teacher Resource CD Index

For use 
with either
Macintosh
or Windows 

®

®

SEP 50020
i2167

Copyright All Rights Reserved.

This CD contains reproducible teacher resource materials
 including: student samples, a blank rubric, 

graphic organizers/data collection grids, 
and Macintosh summary pages.

Teacher Resource CD

 • Student Samples

 • Graphic Organizers

 • Data Collection 

Grids

 • Mac Screenshots

 • Blank Rubric
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Using the Symbol Palette

Summary

When creating a graphic organizer or diagram in Inspiration, you can use the default oval-shaped 

symbols.  However, sometimes you may want to better illustrate ideas and information visually.  

Inspiration provides over 1,000 images and pictures in the Symbol Palette that can be used in place of the 

default oval symbols.  There is also a searchable online collection of over one million images.  

Step-by-Step Directions

Displaying and Hiding the Symbol Palette
 1. Click View on the Menu bar.

 2. Click Symbol Palette.  The Symbol Palette will 

appear on your screen.

 3. To hide the Symbol Palette, click View on 

the Menu bar and choose Symbol Palette to 

deselect it.  

Navigating the Symbol Palette
 1. To move to the previous symbol library, click the 

Previous Library button (the arrow pointing to 

the left).

 2. To move to the next symbol library, click the 

Next Library button (the arrow pointing to the 

right).

 3. To go directly to another library, click the Select 

Library button (the downward pointing arrow).

 4. Click the category you want.  Then, click the 

library you want.

Searching the Symbol Palette
 1. Type a key word in the Search box.  

 2. The results will appear in the Symbol Palette and 

can be navigated using the Next and Previous 

Library buttons.

Quick Tip
To determine whether or not 

students have access to the online 

collection, select or deselect the 

Online Access option by clicking 

Utility on the Menu bar and 

choosing Preferences… 
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Using the Symbol Palette

Language Arts
 Grades 3–5

All About Me

Teacher Preparation
 1. Preview the Symbol Palette libraries and decide 

if you want to specify from which libraries 

students choose their symbols.  For example, 

you may want to have them choose their 

favorite foods, the states in which they live, etc.  

 2. For Inspiration to search the online collection 

of symbols, the computer must have Internet 

access.  Also, the Online Access option must be 

selected.  Click Utility on the Menu bar and 

choose Preferences… to make sure that the 

Online Access option is selected.   

Procedure
 1. Explain to students that they are going to create 

a diagram about themselves.  They will insert 

symbols to record ideas for possible information 

to include in a paragraph about themselves.  

 2. Model for students how they will open a new 

Inspiration diagram and get started by typing 

their names in the Main Idea symbol.

 3. Show students how to navigate the Symbol 

Palette to fi nd the libraries of symbols.  Select 

the Food-Health> category.  Then, show 

students how to choose a library and how to 

navigate by clicking on the left and right arrows 

at the bottom of the Symbol Palette.  

(See page 23.)

Lesson Description 
Students create idea webs 

about themselves.  Students 

use the Symbol Palette to insert 

symbols from multiple libraries 

in order to illustrate information 

about themselves.

Content Standard
Students identify possible topics 

by using idea webs.   

Technology Skill
Students use the Symbol 

Palette.   

Additional Technology 
Skills

 opening a new diagram

 inserting a linked symbol

 inserting a text box

 inserting text

 saving and printing work

Materials

 student sample

(fi lename: meweb.isf)

Using the Symbol Palette

Language Arts
 Grades 3–5
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Using the Symbol Palette

Language Arts
 Grades 3–5

Procedure (cont.)

 4. Show students how to insert a linked 

symbol.  Then, change that symbol to 

a new symbol from the Symbol Palette.  

Choose a symbol that represents your 

favorite food.  

 5. Explain to students that they need to 

choose at least fi ve or more symbols 

from at least three diff erent libraries.   

Students may also use the Search box 

in the Symbol Palette to fi nd symbols.  

(See page 23.)

 6. You may want to either continue to 

fi nish your example or show students 

the sample (fi lename: meweb.isf) found 

on the Teacher Resource CD before 

they begin working independently.  

This fi nished sample can give them 

ideas about how to format their own 

idea webs.

 7. Make sure that students know how and 

where to save their fi nished work.

 8. Give students suffi  cient time to 

complete their webs.   

 9. Once students have fi nished their webs, 

they can use those ideas to write short 

paragraphs.  Show students how to 

enter text boxes below their idea webs 

and how to type succinct paragraphs 

about themselves that include details 

from their webs.  To enter a text box, 

click the Change draw tool button 

on the Formatting toolbar and choose 

Text Box.  Draw a text box with the 

cursor.  (See page 32.)

 10. When students are fi nished writing 

their paragraphs, give them time to 

share their webs and paragraphs.  You 

may have students work in pairs.  Place 

together students who do not know 

each other very well.  Alternatively, 

you may have students work in small 

groups to share their work.

 11. Let students give feedback to one 

another about this project.  Did the 

process of making idea webs make 

writing the paragraphs easier?  If so, 

how?  Was there information that 

students wanted to include in their 

webs but were limited because of the 

symbols provided by Inspiration?  Did 

they learn something new about their 

classmates?  Could they use this tool 

to help organize ideas about other 

topics? 

 12. Use the rubric provided on page 27 to 

assess this lesson.

Extension Ideas
Have students change the Main Idea 

symbol to a symbol of a boy or girl.  

Have students add text to each symbol 

they added to further describe the images 

or their relationships to them.

Have students create similar maps about 

characters from books they are reading.
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Using the Symbol Palette

Language Arts

Student Directions

 1. Open a new diagram in Inspiration.

 2. Type your name in the Main Idea symbol.  

 3. If you do not see the Symbol Palette on your screen, click 

View on the Menu bar.  Choose Symbol Palette.  The Symbol 

Palette will appear.

 4. Click the Select Library button (the downward facing arrow 

near the top right corner of the Symbol Palette).

 5. Select the Food-Health category and then choose the library 

you want to use.  Once you are in a library, you may navigate 

by clicking on the left and right arrows at the bottom of the 

Symbol Palette.  If you do not see a symbol you want, type it 

in the Search box at the bottom of the Symbol Palette.

 6. Insert your favorite food.  

 7. Continue to navigate the Symbol Palette and/or use the 

Search box to fi nd four more symbols that represent what 

you like to do, where you live, and other information about 

yourself.  Be sure to choose symbols from at least three 

diff erent libraries.   

 8. Make sure that your diagram has links going from your name 

(the Main Idea symbol) to the fi ve or more symbols you have 

inserted.  Save your work.

 9. Insert a text box below your diagram.  Click the Change 

draw tool button on the Formatting toolbar.  Choose Text 

Box.  Draw a text box with your cursor.  

 10. In the text box, write a short paragraph about yourself.  

Choose at least three details from your idea web to include 

when describing yourself.  

 11. Save your work.  Print your idea web and paragraph to share 

with your classmates.
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Using the Symbol Palette

Language Arts
Assessment Rubric

Strong 

(3 Points)

The student 

correctly typed 

his or her name 

in the Main Idea 

symbol.

The student 

added fi ve or 

more appropriate 

symbols from at 

least three diff erent 

libraries.  

The layout of the 

web is clear with 

appropriate links 

pointing in the right 

direction.

The student wrote 

a short and clear 

paragraph that 

included at least 

three details from 

his or her web.

Eff ective 

(2 Points)

The student 

correctly typed 

his or her name 

in the Main Idea 

symbol with little 

support.

The student 

added three or 

four appropriate 

symbols from at 

least two diff erent 

libraries.

The layout of the 

web is clear with 

most of the links 

pointing in the right 

direction.

The student wrote 

a short paragraph 

that included at 

least two details 

from his or her web.

Emerging 

(1 Point)

The student 

typed his or her 

name in the Main 

Idea symbol with 

support.

The student 

added one or 

two appropriate 

symbols from at 

least one library.  

The layout of the 

web is not very 

clear with most of 

the links missing 

or pointing in the 

wrong direction.

The student wrote 

a short paragraph 

that only included 

one detail from his 

or her web.

Not Yet 

(0 Points)

The student did 

not type his or 

her name in the 

Main Idea symbol.

The student 

did not add any 

appropriate 

symbols.  

There are no links to 

additional symbols.

The student did 

not write a short 

paragraph.

Self Score

Teacher Score

Total Score

Comments:


